. Ventral views of a slide mounted Hypogeococcus pungens with arrows pointing to its 3 circuli. The mealybug Hypogeococcus pungens Granara de Willink (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) ( Fig. 1 ) is thought to be native to South America and is closely related to Hypogeococcus festerianus (Lizer & Trelles), which was introduced into Australia and South Africa as a biological control agent against invasive cacti from the subfamily Cactoideae. However, these species are very similar, and the actual species identity might have been confused due to taxonomic uncertainty and differences in host plant specificity .
NEW RECORD OF HYPOGEOCOCCUS PUNGENS
Hypogeococcus (Serra 2013) .
Hypogeococcus pungens differs from its congeners in having 3 circuli (Fig. 1) , whereas other species possess a single circulus (Williams & Granara de Willink 1992 
